
Summer School Overview: Cardinal Newman 

Cardinal Newman Catholic High School offer a summer school each year, which is offered to all Year 

7s in order to further support their transition.  

This year’s government funding allowed us to pay staff for their time rather than asking them to 

volunteer and enabled us to make use of external providers to offer additional enrichment, as well 

as covering the cost of food and enabling us to provide transport across our wide catchment area, 

thereby increasing uptake. 

The government funding was spent as follows: 

Description Cost 

Staffing £10,665.15 

Transportation £2,850 

Team Building Day £1300 

Splat Theatre Company: Shakespeare £890 

Warrington Wolves £250 

Food £489.20 

Resources for workshops £346.41 

Total £16,790.76 

 

The funding paid for a Team Building company to come in and run workshops to enable the students 

to get to know one another, whilst the Theatre Company helped the students put on a ‘Play in a Day’ 

of Midsummer Night’s Dream to which we were able to invite our new parents.  Warrington Wolves 

also offered some very popular coaching sessions. In addition, other community organisations 

offered activities free of charge, particularly the Bike Right team, and Cheshire Police.  School staff 

also offered in school sessions including Art and Craft Sessions, School Values Sessions, Maths 

Codebreaking Treasure Hunts, and Textiles and Baking classes alongside our reading challenge. 

In terms of attendance 112 of our 165 Year 7 students attended, with a maximum attendance on any 

day of 97 and an average attendance of 91. Our usual attendance at summer school is around 80, so 

the funding and transport offer does seem to have increased attendance.  In terms of groups of 

students covered 26 of thoe 31 identified as SEN attended (84%) which made a significant impact on 

our ability to support our learners with additional needs in their transition. 26 identified as Pupil 

Premium (which is 23% of those who attended and comparable to the 25% who make up the overall 

cohort.) 

Student feedback was positive.  In student evaluations, 86% had ‘really enjoyed’ their time at 

summer school, whilst the other 14% had enjoyed it. 81% said they made at least two new friends 

over the five day course whilst 92% said they would highly recommend summer school. 

 


